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would not trouble himself or lose a day's work*. The apprentice was therefore discharged.
Samuel Austin was evidently a remarkable boy. Middlesex Records, Sessions Book,
January 1752.
In 1728 John Rooksbee of St Giles in the Fields, aged nine, was discharged from
William Newbee of Wapping, shoe-maker, to whom he had been bound for ten years.
His mother had paid Newbee £7 but his master had treated him with great brutality, not
only compelling him to drink water, but beating his head and body with a great leathern
strap and afterwards with a broomstick so that he had been disabled in his left hand ever
since. His master tied him to a bedpost, so that he was in danger of losing his left eye.
The Court declared the indenture void. Middlesex Records, Calendar, October 1728.
Instances of such bindings are comparatively rare in the Sessions records, because, one
may presume, it was seldom that their victims were able to appeal Many of course must
have come before individual justices after the Act of 1747. (See note (58.)
 (33)	Some Thoughts concerning the Maintenance of the Poor, 1700, p. 12.
 (34)	Enquiry into the Causes of the Increase of the Poor, 1738, p. 43.
 (35)	Middlesex Records, January 1683-6. (Calendar.)
 (36)	ibid., October 1710.
(37 In 1754 an Islington wood-carver was charged with stealing planks and plants from
the next-door house, It was adjudged that this was a malicious prosecution on the part
of his apprentice who was anxious to be discharged. Evidence was given that the apprentice
used to break his work and then lay a stick in his master's way 'in order that his master
might beat him and that he might get his indentures sued out by his uncle*. He said, 'he
had a scheme to sue out his indentures and then he could work for himself and earn a
great deal of money"* (Sessions Papers, February 1754.)
The following case was tried at Bow Street (before Sir John Fielding) on 15 January
1772:
* Robert Ferryman appeared against his apprentice, John Burch, for absenting himself
from his service and staying out for a number of nights. The lad, having nothing to offer
in his defence, was ordered to Bridewell for a month, to be kept to hard labour, on which
he said he would go for a year if the justices would discharge him from his master.* Press
cutting, B. M. Collection, Alsatian Curiosities.
 (38)	See Appendix IV, cases i and 27.
 (39)	JeafEreson, Middlesex Records, IV, p. 87. (He instances a case tried 30 Charles II.)
 (40)	Hutton, apprenticed to his uncle a silk-stocking weaver of Nottingham, says it
was more usual for apprentices to be under than over the stint, in which case they were
in debt to their master. Owing to his father's carelessness in executing the indentures he
himself had to pay for his clothes during his servitude out of the money thus hardly
earned, a condition which he found intolerable. Life of William Hutton by himself... ecL
of 1841, p. 9.
Francis Place apprenticed in 1787 to a leather breeches-maker, was paid half a man's
wages (and afterwards at a higher rate) for anything that he earned above the stint, and
thus made about 6s. a week. Autobiography, Add. MSS. 35142, fo. 134.
 (41)	An Earnest Appeal for Mercy to the Children of the Poor .. . 1766, p. 105.
 (42)	Villette, Annals of Newgate, iv, p. 167.
 (43)	Gentleman s Magazine, 1767, p. 433 ff.
 (44)	Sessions Papers, February 1748.
 (45)	ibid., June 1736.
 (46)	ibid., January 1733.
 (47)	ibid,, July 1735.

